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FINE ARTS SCHOOL'S OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
SERVE UM STUDENTS AND MONTANA PUBLIC
• By Maribeth Dwyer
University of Montana 
Office of University Relations
Sister Kathryn Martin, dean of the School of Fine Arts at the University 
of Montana, believes that an integral part of the school's academic programs
is accomplished through the services the school performs as a cultural resource 
for the state.
She sees touring experience as crucial to a student's development as a 
performer and says, "Touring complements curriculum offerings in a way that 
both meets the needs of rural communities in the state and increases opportun- 
ities for professional growth for students.
"As the only school of fine arts in Montana, the UM school takes seriously 
its role as a principal cultural resource for Montana, and that role is inseparable 
from the school's function as a training ground for students."
One measure of how seriously the school takes that role is its record of 
reaching each year nearly a third of the population of the state with performances 
and exhibitions in most of Montana's 56 counties.
Annually, the school mounts and tours exhibits from the Permanent Art Collection 
of the University. One of these, an exhibit of WPA prints, recently completed a 
tour of nine communities. Additional exhibits are being prepared for circulation.
(over)
FINE ARTS SCHOOL'S OUTREACH ACTIVITIES--add two 
to the educational system."
Magic Movers also gives in-service workshops for educators and provides programs 
and workshops for special groups.
During the 1980-81 touring season Magic Movers appeared at the National Conference 
on the Arts for the Handicapped, Dallas, Tex. In April portions of the company's 
videotape, "To Move, To feel, To Dance," were telecast on the NBC "Today" show, 
with an introduction by Ernest Boyer of the Carnegie Foundation and Jean Kennedy 
Smith of the National Committee, Arts for the Handicapped (NCAH).
The tape and an accompanying teaching manual resulted from the company's 
selection in 1979-80 as a special project site by NCAH. This recognition brought 
the company a six-week residency in Missoula schools to do workshops for handicapped 
students in 1979-80. In 1980-81, the company received supplementary funding from 
NCAH for eight weeks of workshops and special education classes in Missoula County 
and Missoula School District #1.
"The residency offerings have grown out of experience, interest and identified 
community reeds," Schmitz says. "The focus of Magic Movers programs continues to 
be the child and his support systems--teachers, other professionals and paraprofes- 
sionals, and parents."
Dean Martin points out that in addition to tours by groups, members of the 
fine arts faculty travel throughout the state and region giving workshops, serving 
as guest artists, critiquing productions, adjudicating at festivals and performing 
other services.
In her two years as administrator of a professional arts school in a sparsely 
populated state, Dean Martin has gained insights into the problems, obligations 
and opportunities faced by a major cultural resource in a rural setting. She has 
been asked to share these insights with her fellow educators at a meeting Nov. 8-11 
in Washington, D.C., of the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant 
Col 1eges.
(over)
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The Montana Repertory Theatre (MRT) and the Magic Movers Dance Company from 
the school's Department of Drama/Dance as well as soloists and ensembles from its 
Department of Music regularly present programs in schools and for the general 
public throughout the state and region.
Since becoming a professional company in 1977, the MRT has performed in towns 
as small as St. Joseph, Ore., and Ephraim, Utah, and as big as Billings and Boise. 
Most performances are in towns with populations of 10,000 to 40,000. The past 
school year the company toured with "Arms and the Man" and "The Lion in Winter," 
playing in 33 communities in Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Washington 
and Oregon.
The MRT is the only Equity company north of Denver between Minneapolis and 
Seattle, and Equity actors from New York, Seattle, Los Angeles and the Midwest 
have worked with the company in the past four years.
In addition to performing, these professionals work with UM students and 
faculty, and they participate in workshops in high schools. They assist in training 
Ufi student interns in acting, design, management and technical production aspects 
of theatre.
The school treated the state to opera as well as plays in the 1980-81 
season. Three ensembles from the music department-the Opera Workshop, the Chamber 
Chorale and the Chamber Orchestra— performed Bizet's "Carmen" for responsive 
audiences in Billings, Glendive, Bozeman and Helena during spring break.
One of the best known of the school's touring groups is Magic Movers. This 
dance company specializes in participatory performances and workshops for children 
aged 2 through 14 but has reached more than 30,000 people of all ages in six 
states in the past three years.
The company's artistic director, Nancy Brooks Schmitz of the UM dance faculty, 
say^ the group takes the magic of theatre to urtan and rural schools and communities 
throughout the region and introduces the benefits of creative movement and drama
-more-
One of the things she will tell her colleagues at that rreeting is that arts 
schools at institutions like the University of Montana must maintain a continuing 
relationship with artists and arts educators in small communities and share their 
artists with their state and region.
"Surely a professional arts school in a rural state can do no less," she says
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